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On the example of Icelandic: Technologies supporting the learning of modern, 
endangered, and archaic languages 
 
Although Modern Icelandic belongs to less commonly taught languages, and to a very small 
language spoken in the world (with only about 350.000 speakers), many learners in and 
outside of Iceland seek many opportunities to learn it. Learners undergo a short language 
preparation using various online resources that vary in accessibility and in learning focus. In 
this part of the talk, the focus will be on the historical development of online tools for 
learning Modern Icelandic and the newest and most popular technologies supporting the 
learning of this language. 
 
Icelandic Sign Language (ÍTM) is an indigenous and minority language in Iceland but belongs 
also endangered languages in the country. Apart from families and individuals with hearing 
impairment and deafness, it is also important to teach it to foreign nationals with similar 
disabilities who migrate to the country. Online resources play an important role in this 
context. The LARA platform is one of few online resources supporting the learning of ÍTM. 
During the talk, several examples will be mentioned how teachers and language enthusiasts 
can create online resources to support the learning of ÍTM and other sign languages in 
LARA. 
 
Old Norse belongs to archaic languages. There are various online resources that enable 
learners to practise this language, however, usually in a more limited fashion. One of these 
online resources is the LARA platform. This tool includes multimodal resources for practising 
reading with listening while offering learners concordance pages for reviewing glossary in 
different languages and references to morphology. During the talk, a project dedicated to 
reawakening the interest of younger generation of local speakers of Icelandic in reading 
archaic texts will be discussed and few examples about teaching Old Norse to both local and 
international public will be demonstrated. 
 
 


